ELL-LC Project- Phase 2

Progress Report
Name of Language College:  Bohunt School

Region:  Hampshire

Deadline:
15 January 2004

Date: 
15th January 2004


Section 1: Project Contact Details:

Name of Language College project co-ordinator: Mary Villabona

Name of Primary project co-ordinator:  Andy Burford
	
	LC Co-ordinator
	Primary Co-ordinator

	E-mail address
	villabona_m@bohunt.hants.sch.uk
	aburford@lissjunior.hants.sch.uk

	Telephone number
	01428 724324
	01730 892292


Section 2: Description of project

Pathfinder project

Bohunt Language College works with a cluster of six schools: two primaries, two junior schools and 2 infant schools.  We have employed two French support assistants to work at Key Stages 1 and 2 with the class teachers providing native level language experiences for pupils and also supporting teachers in their language learning.

Our aim is to provide a high quality experience to all Year 3 and 4 pupils this academic year and to all year 4 and 5 pupils in 2004/5.   Children in reception classes and in Year 2 also have access to activities in French. We decided to adopt a cross curricular methodology, and to use French in the teaching of the normal Key Stage 2 curriculum.  The subjects which seemed most suited to this approach included P.E, music and art, we have also attempted to integrate French into everyday house keeping moments such as taking the register.  Some whole class or small group French lessons also take place to ensure that children have covered the agreed vocabulary and structures.  We have agreed to concentrate on the QCA KS2 schemes of work.

We recognise the value of introducing young learners to a variety of languages and firmly believe that a secure experience of French will act as a springboard for multiple language learning through Key Stages 3 and 4.

Section 3: Names of family of schools

Bohunt Specialist Language College

Greatham Primary School

Grayshott Primary School

Liphook Junior School

Liphook Infant School

Liss Infant School

Liss Junior School

Section 4: Objectives
Please summarise BRIEFLY your objectives for work in partnership for the whole of the ELL-LC period, from October 2003 to April 2004
	Objectives
	Progress
	Concerns

	Objective 1

To provide all year 3 & 4 pupils with at least one hour of French per week with a mother tongue French Speaker


Objective 2

To incorporate French in at least one subject and normal school routines through French support assistants.

Objective 3

To produce a set of linguistic objectives to be used by all schools in the cluster in Yrs 3 & 4.

Objective 4

To raise the level of proficiency in French of all KS 1 & 2 teachers involved in the project.

	All year 4 pupils have one half hour lesson in French per week.  

All year 3 pupils have one half hour lesson in French except at one Junior school (3 classes).  These to begin by Feb 04.  Some Yr 5 pupils also have half hour lessons.

Some immersion teaching in all Year 4 and most Yr 3 classes, some reception and some Yr 2 classes.  Curriculum areas include PE, music, drama.  Register and class instructions also conducted in French in a majority of classes.  Normal class teacher increasingly involved.

Agreement to use QCA KS2 SOW.  Modules 1,2,3 in2003/2004 and to incorporate module 4 in Autumn term 04.

All Year 3 & 4, some reception and Yr 2 teachers exposed to French on a weekly basis.

Agreement taken in one KS3 school to organise twilight French lessons for teachers. 


	Create space on timetable to enable Yr 3 French in all schools.

INSET required to ensure that pupils with SEN can access curriculum.

Need to maintain comparability of access across schools to ensure adequate provision at Yr 7 but also to respond to opportunities of provision at KS2.

Some teachers are highly effective at incorporating support assistant in this teaching.  Inconsistencies exist.  Further INSET and sharing of best practice required.

Need to track use of incidental language and coverage of KS3 objectives.

Approach to assessment to be discussed.

Analysis of current situation required with evaluation at a later date.


Section 5: Details of meetings

	Meetings with primary

Clusters

(dates and outline of

activity)


	Thurs 10th July 2003: Evaluation of 3 week trial using assistants in class.  Planning for 2003-4 Staffing, timetable, INSET.

Thurs 16th Oct 2003: Sharing progress and concerns.  Agreement of linguistic objectives.

Thurs 11th Dec 2003:  Progress update QCA KS2 SOW.  Materials and resources celebrating pupils achievements.

Thurs 22nd Jan 2004: INSET

	Attendance at Regional 

Support Group sessions

(dates, topics covered)


	Southampton Nov ? oversubscribed.

Southampton


___________________________________________________________________

Section 6: Key issues

Please provide comments about progress against your objectives over the course of the ELL-LC:

	ELL-LC:

Key 

issues
	List examples of positive

Practice/achievements, related to

Each key issue
	List concerns/obstacles


	1

Course planning for linguistic progression

2

Continuity and transfer to secondary  school

3

Staffing provision and continuing development for teachers

4

Any other issues


	Decision taken to follow QCA KS2 SOW mods 1-3.  Improved teacher understanding of key vocabulary and high frequency words.

Some understanding of NC levels 1-3 with agreement about feasibility.

Agreement not to include AT4 of KS1.

Some understanding of KS3 objectives and possibility of incorporating some of these.

All schools in project agree desirability of uniform standards at end of KS2.  SLC already fast-tracks pupils at KS3.  Project should enhance this provision.

2 appointments made. Support teachers with mother tongue French.  INSET provided through project.  French speaker as a member of staff offers constant linguistic support to all teachers & staff involved in project released for support meeting/INSET at SLC for ½ day each half term.


	All schools supportive of aim of common curriculum. Specific circumstances have led to need for flexibility.

Immersion approach can lead to very varied vocabulary.

Need for highly specific check list of phrases.

Need for clear list of high frequency words.

20% pupils attend schools out of catchment : not involved in the project.  

Desirability of immersion approach at Yr 7 – staffing implications.

Need to rewrite Yr7 curriculum.

Need for end of KS2 assessment.

Possible need to set in Yr 7.

Status of other languages and staffing implications.

Need for planning time in school.




Section 7: Resources

Please list the resources used for training and teaching your project.  You may like to comment on the balance between home-made or reading available generic resources and those designed for early language learning.  

	
	Details
	Comments

	Resources used for training


	CILT books
	Lack of “big books” in French.

	Resources used for teaching


	Greater availability of published songs: many homemade resources produced.
	


Section 8: Next steps 

1* Observation

2* Review of vocabulary/ structures used each term

3* Collate all activities found successful

4* Create own big books/ resource gaps

5* Assessment of linguistic progress

6* ICT – analysis of needs

Section 9: Anything else you wish to report?

Exceptionally enthusiastic involvement of all KS1 & 2 colleagues, who have welcomed our inclusion on the project and shown an enormous amount of flexibility and willingness to make the project succeed.

Encouraging number of high quality candidates who applied for the 2 posts and  number of class teachers who have a working knowledge of French or another language.

Thank you very much indeed for your very valuable contribution 

to the ELL-LC project!

Your reports will be very helpful in informing the agenda 

for the future developments and CPD.










