Early Language Learning Meeting

Thursday 16th October 2003

Minutes

Apologies:  Liphook Infant School

1 Sharing progress so far

Liss Junior School.  Blandine is taking small groups of pupils out of class to teach French.  Is working with year 3 and 4.  She currently spends 3 weeks with each group in order to get to know them better.  In a whole class situation has found that taking the register works, warm up activities in PE lessons, numbers activities, games and songs in music lessons also work well.

Greatham Primary School.  Blandine is working with years 3 and 4 and also with Emma (who has some French) in reception.  She enjoys the reception work because she finds that her work fits in well with the curriculum.  The timetable is more flexible with this year group and Emma feels particularly comfortable with using an immersion methodology.  Teachers in years 3 and 4 feel more restricted by their timetable and are happier at present that Blandine takes out small groups.  This does, however, have an affect on their ability to organise and complete their own work.  It is hoped that there will be opportunities to incorporate French into some aspects of class work as confidence grows.  As with other schools timetabling is an issue eg: inability to have Blandine work in PE because of hall time.

Grayshott Primary School

Marie-Jo is leading whole class teaching at the beginning of the morning.  Andrew joins her with this and is learning with his pupils.  After break she takes groups out.  In the afternoon she works with Year 5.  (This might become an issue later as we teach the three languages in Year 6).  High levels of enthusiasm and progress reported especially with less able who have improved confidence since beginning their French lessons.

Liphook Junior School

Mari-Jo is working with Year 4.  Very good motivation levels although progress varies according to the class.  Very successful use of French with warm up activities in PE.  Register is taken in French with pupils responding with numbers etc. They have moved to 30 min sessions for the French lesson, 10 mins too short.  There is a growing tendency to use the French content to reinforce their own curriculum eg: learning the vocab for squares etc and then counting the sides.  They have produced a Tricolore booklet to record work done.  Very positive progress generally.

Liss Infant School

Blandine is working with Year 2.  They have enjoyed the challenge and have tried to be flexible in their timetabling.  French is built into the curriculum.  There is generally an introductory session of 10-15 mins and then they move into small groups to reinforce with activities.  Music and PE have been particularly successful.

2 Thoughts for next half term

The group identified a need for teachers to be released at some point to plan with Blandine and Marie-Jo and agreed that this needed to be school based planning.  It was also felt that Blandine and Marie Jo need to meet to share ideas and to plan together.  It was suggested that this could happen on the day closure on Monday 3rd November.  MJ and Blandine need to be told to come to Bohunt in the morning and Liss Junior in the afternoon.  Thereafter they could meet at the end of each half term to plan for the following half term.  Days should be on rolling programme.

It was felt that some common language objectives should be produced and there was a brief brainstorm of ideas at the end of the meeting.

Two sets of CILT pathfinder books to be purchased (Action MV)

3 Primary MFL Conference

MV reported back that the conference had been very useful.  Lots of ideas were presented at the conference, many of which suited the delivery of French through the curriculum.  Kati Szeless from CILT has been approached to help with INSET on the afternoon of 3rd November, this to be confirmed.  Membership of this CILT project enables us to receive INSET at no cost and requires sharing of good practice through their forum.  This should require no additional work for us.  There is a local support group and schools may send as many delegates as they wish to this.  See MV or AB for details.

4 Training possibilities

The need to provide training and possibilities for collaboration was stressed.  Some schools would find twilight sessions difficult because of clubs but it was felt that the possibility should be explored (Head’s meeting next Thursday?)

5 Provision of materials

To be discussed at Head’s meeting.  MV suggested that Bohunt could help.  Materials are now available through publishers.  Marie Jo is making her own and time should be made available for this to continue.

6 Date of next meeting

It was agreed that meetings should continue on the same format once per term.

