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Context for the meeting:

MV clarified range of Hampshire Pathfinder project  and cluster’s involvement as ‘immersion’ project.  Funding was to be made available for a two year period, not three as had been hoped.  The budget was sufficient to provide two assistants to be allocated to the schools in the cluster.  The value of extending some work into KS1 was stressed.  The expected outcome of the pathfinder project was a model/ variety of models for the teaching of languages at KS2.  Explained that an evaluation of our work would be required and importance of securing linguistic progression for the pupils involved.  The need to produce a scheme of work to ensure progression at KS3 was critical and need to focus on years 4 and 5 in 2003/4 and 5 and 6 in 2004/5 equally important.

Evaluation:

There was and enthusiastic discussion of the topics and methodologies which had been valued in the different schools.  There was a strong consensus in the group. Ideas which emerged included:

· Involving the pupils and pupil enjoyment

· High level of pupil interaction

· Engaging activities such as games, role plays, songs and nursery rhymes ( particularly when they involve actions) drama activities, playground games,

· Not a strict lesson approach

· Whole class evidence of work eg: class book

· Instructional language to introduce and end sessions, perhaps with puppets

· Using the simple language learned throughout the week eg: taking the register and responding

· Emphasis on speaking and reading although other skills were found possible even in the very low years

· Teachers preferred large units of time which increased teacher flexibility

· Use of small groups although here too a variety of approaches was deemed useful with frequent reinforcement at whole class level

· Importance of successful interaction and fact that instant success increased pupil enthusiasm

· Children were naturally curious and wanted to ‘have a go’

· Opportunity to organise an mini project such as food tasting

· Possibility of extending cultural awareness

MV introduced the National Curriculum levels and there was general agreement that levels 1 to 3 did not appear to be out of reach.

Issues and difficulties

There was a brief but important discussion concerning the nature of the project over the next two years and the different approaches of different schools.

· Training implications.  Teachers were prepared to join in and to follow up activities, all were enthusiastic about the possibilities but there were reservations about own ability to do this well

· The move from language lessons to immersion project was not always clear.  Nature of learning in an immersion setting needed further guidance

· Balance between language lessons and immersion approach with need to retain enthusiasm and novelty value

· Flexibility for each school to move forward in their own way within linguistic framework

· Need to recognise that larger schools will need proportionately larger amount of time

There was a brief look at the skills progression as in the Year 7 KS3 framework and discussion of need to produce a draft scheme of work and need for a further meeting early in September.

